Policy Document On The Administration of Medication to Pupils in Scoil Niocláis.

As a general rule, teachers should not be involved in the administration of medication to pupils. Parents will be invited to come to the school to administer the medication at an appropriate time.

There are a number of pupils with special health needs i.e. chronic illnesses such as asthma, severe allergies or diabetes. In theses cases an exception is made where the teacher agrees to become involved in the administration of medication.

The following procedures should be followed:

The parents of the pupils concerned will write to the Board of Management requesting the Board to authorise a teacher to administer the medication.

The request will also contain written instructions of the procedure to be followed in administering the medication.

The Board of Management, having considered the matter, may authorise a teacher to administer medication to a pupil. If the teacher is so authorised she/he should be properly instructed by the Board of Management.

A teacher will not administer medication without the specific authorisation of the Board.

In administering medication to pupils, teachers should exercise the standard of care of a reasonable and prudent parent.

The Board of Management should inform the school's insurers accordingly.The Board of Management will seek an indemnity from the parent(s) in respect of any liability that may arise regarding the administration of medication.A protocol for each of these pupils is drawn up and reviewed on an annual basis. This information is communicated to the staff at the beginning of the school year. This protocol contains the following information;
1. The nature of the pupil's condition
2. The symptoms
3. What medication is required and the prescribed dose, at what times and under what circumstances;
4. The medicine for these pupils is kept in the first aid cabinet in the school office and in Naomh Brid 13. It is brought in the first aid bag if for any reason the children leave the school e.g. matches/school tours and will be administered if required.
5. What action if any, apart from administering medication, may be needed, and if so, at what times or in what circumstances is also recorded on the protocol.
6. A written record is kept of the dates and times of administration of medication and a note of any side effects.
Where the above procedure is put in place the Board of Management will give consideration to authorising another member of staff to administer the medication in the event that the regular teacher is absent from school.Pupils should never have medicine in their school bags. The only exceptions to this rule are a very small number of pupils in the senior classes who have inhalers in their bags. This has been recommended by the Asthma Society of Ireland for pupils over seven years old.
Medicines are stored in a secure cabinet in the school office and in Naomh Brid 13.
First Aid Cabinets are located in the school office, staffroom and Naomh Brid 13.
